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Kim, Najeong 2003. The effect of the computer dictionary and the paper 
dictionary on L2 learners' vocabulary acquisition. SNU Working Pnpers in 
Etiglid~ Linguistics and Langrage 2, 1-18. This paper investigates the effect of 
the computer dictionary and the paper dictionary on L2 learners' 
vocabulary acquisition while reading. Thirty-seven Korean college students 
divided into a computer dictionary group and a paper dictionary group 
read a short text for comprehension with access to a dictionary and were 
tested on the retention of the 14  target words. The results show that (1) 
while L2 leamers read a short text, they look up significantly more words 
using the computer dictionary than using the paper dictionary, (2) the 
computer dictionary has a more positive effect on learners' incidental 
vocabulary acquisition by drawing learners' attention to the words than 
the paper dictionary, and (3) there is no difference in the retention rate 
between the words looked up in the computer dictionary and those 
looked up in the paper dictionary. (Seoul National University) 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
2.1. Background and Motivation 
Within the literature of L1 and L2 acquisition research, it is a widely 
accepted principle that learners acquire a large number of words 
incidentally while they read the texts trying to comprehend the texts 
as a whole. This kind of acquisition, incidental vocabulary acquisition, 
has been supported by many teachws and researchers, who Rave argued 
that reading is an effective and natural way to acquire vocabulary 
(Krashen, 1989; Nagy, Andersen, & Herman, 1987). However, many 
researchers have pointed out that reading does not automatically lead 
to vocabulary learning. It has been argued that in order to acquire 
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Group n M (%) SD
Computer 21 11.6 (82.8) 1.9
Paper 16 8.9 (63.6) 2.4
Total 37 10.4 (74.3) 2.5
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Group n Immediate Test Delayed test
M (%) SD M (%) SD
Computer 21 9.8 (70) 1.6 10.1(72.1) 2.0
Paper 16 8.1 (57.9) 2.3 8.2 (59.3) 2.7
Total 37 9.1 (65) 2.0 9.3 (66.4) 2.5
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Group N LU
Immediate Test D e l a y e d
Test
WR RR(%) WR RR(%)
Computer 21 11.6 8.8 75.9 8.9
76.7
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